Introduction

appointment as the Italian. Military Attache*. He brought
with Tn'tn a letter of introduction to the Radziwills from his
cousin, Count Charles di Robilant, then Italian Foreign
Minister and the husband of Countess Clary Aldringen, who
was a cousin of Prince Antoine Radziwill. Although the
General left Berlin in 1889, those four years had sufficed to
engender a warm and valued friendship which lasted until
Princess Marie RadziwilTs death in 1915-

After he left Berlin the General spent several years in the
Near East and for a time he was the Italian military repre-
sentative in Macedonia under the Muerzsteg Programme.
During the War he commanded the Fourth Army and later
he was the principal military representative of his country at
the Peace Conference at Versailles. After peace had been
signed General di Robilant retired from the army, in which
he had served for more than fifty years, to his estates and
he is now a member of the Italian Senate. He was created
a Knight Commander of the Bath and a Great Commander
of the Order of St. Michael and St. George by the late King
George V.

When this volume of Letters opens Prince Bernard von
Bulow's term of office as Imperial Chancellor and Prussian
Minister President was drawing to a close. The post of
Imperial Chancellor of the German Empire had been inaugu-
rated by Bismarck. His object seems to have been to create
a position for himself which would enable him to enjoy
almost unlimited power in the name of the Emperor for the
direction of affairs. With this in view the first Chancellor
induced the first German Emperor, William I, to issue in his
capacity as German Emperor a manifesto to the effect that
it was a constitutional right of the King of Prussia and his
successors to conduct the policy of their Governments per-
sonally, and consequently that it would be an erroneous idea
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